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De f in i t i on  o f  a  Comp le te  App l i ca t ion  fo r  Ca tego r i ca l l y  E l i g ib le  Ch i ld ren  
 

 
Th is  i ns t ruc t ion  c la r i f i es  wha t  cons t i t u tes  a  "comp le te  app l i ca t ion "  f o r  ch i l d ren  
who '  qua l i f y  fo r  f ree  mea ls  based  on  rece ip t  o f  f ood  s tamps  o r  A id  to  Fami l i es  
w i th  Dependen t  Ch i ld ren  (AFDC) .  The  regu la t ions  spec i f y  tha t  a  comp le te  
app l i ca t i on  fo r  ca tegor i ca l l y  e l i g i b le  ch i ld ren  mus t  con ta in  the  name and  
appropr ia te  food  s tamp  o r  AFDC case  number  f o r  the  ch i l d  and  the  "name and  
s igna tu re "  o f  an  adu l t  member  o f  t he  househo ld .  
 
The  purpose  o f  spec i f y ing  name and  s igna tu re  was  to  enab le  schoo l  o f f i c ia l s  to  
eas i l y  iden t i f y  and  con tac t  the  app l i can t  to  c la r i f y  ques t i onab le  o r  incomp le te  
i n fo rma t ion  on  the  app l i ca t ion ;  and  more  impor tan t l y ,  t o  co r rec t l y  i den t i f y  t he  
househo ld  to  the  we l fa re  depar tmen t  fo r  con f i rma t ion  o f  rece ip t  o f  AFDC o r  food  
s tamp bene f i t s .  There fo re ,  to  exped i te  the  app l i ca t ion  and  ve r i f i ca t i on  p rocess ,  
t he  Depar tmen t  recommends  tha t  t he  app l i ca t ion  fo rm con ta in  a  space  to  ob ta in  
the  p r in ted ,  leg ib le  name o f  the  app l i can t .  O therw ise ,  ce r t i f i ca t ion  and  ve r i f i ca t ion  
s ta f f  w i l l  have  to  loca te  the  app l i can t ' s  name in  o the r  schoo l  records  in  those  
i ns tances  where  the  s igna tu re  i s  i l l eg ib le  o r  i s  an  "X . "  
 
A l t hough  acqu i r i ng  the  p r in ted  name o f  an  adu l t  on  the  app l i ca t ion  i s  
recommended ,  i t  i s  no t  a  requ i remen t .  An  app l i ca t i on  fo r  a  ca tegor i ca l l y  e l i g ib le  
ch i ld  w i l l  be  cons ide red  comp le te  i f  i t  con ta ins :  t he  ch i ld ' s  name and  AFDC o r  
f ood  s tamp  case  number ;  and  the  app l i can t ' s  s igna tu re ,  wh ich  i s  c la r i f i ed  in  th i s  
i ns t ruc t i on  to  mee t  the  requ i remen t  fo r  "name and  s igna tu re . "  The  Depar tmen t  w i l l  
no t  cons ide r  app l i ca t ions  incomp le te  s imp ly  because  they  lack  the  "p r in ted "  name 
o f  t he  app l i can t .  
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